
Welcome  to all visitors and  parishioners 

Rev. Charles Alookaran, Pastor 

1900 Highway 72 West 

P.O. Box 998 

Athens, Alabama 35612 

Office:    (256) 232-4191 
Rectory: (256) 771-1164 

web: stpaulcatholicchurchathens.org 
e-mail: stpauloffice@gmail.com 

The People of God called to form the Christian Community of 
 

Saint Paul Catholic Church 

Chapel Hours  
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday: 

8 a.m. until 3 p.m.  
Tuesday and Friday:  

8 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
  

Other hours are by appointment.   

If you’d like to join our Parish  Family please fill out the parish  registration form in the  vestibule and place it in the collection basket , mail to 

Post Office Box 998, Athens, AL 35612 or bring to the church office.   Office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

OUT OF RESPECT FOR JESUS IN 
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND 

THE SACREDNESS OF THE        
SANCTUARY, and in               

consideration of those who come 
to Mass early or stay late to pray 

and meditate, kindly refrain 
from talking inside the church.  

This  allows those who wish some quiet time with  
Jesus, their moments of  devotion.  Socializing is 
always welcome in the vestibule, outside the 

church, or in the church hall.                 
Thank you for your kind observance of this request!  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
7/3 FEAST OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
7/4 INDEPENDENCE DAY  
 
7/6 FEAST OF ST. MARIA GORETTI 
 
7/10 WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER:  4:30 
 
7/16  FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL 
 
7/18 Fr. Charley leaves for India 
 
7/23-24 Second Collection:  Propagation of the Faith 

Excerpts from “The Great Reverence with 

Which Christ Should Be Received” 

The Imitation of Christ by Thomas á Kempis 
 

 

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and find life 

burdensome, And I will refresh you.  (Matt 11:28) 

 
DISCIPLE:  These are Your words, O Christ, Who 
are Eternal Truth, ...they are Your words, and 
they express the truth; that is why I receive them 
all with gratitude and faith. 
 

THEY ARE YOUR WORDS; You have spoken them.  
But they are also mine because You have given 
them for my salvation.  I eagerly receive them 
from Your mouth that they may be permanently 
implanted in my heart. 
 

THESE WORDS ARE FULL OF TENDERNESS AND GENTLENESS, and they give me courage.  But I am      
terrified by my sins, and my unclean conscience prevents me from coming near so great a  
mystery.  Your loving words invite me, but I am weighed down by my numerous offenses. 
 

YOU TELL ME TO COME TO YOU with confidence, if I desire to have a share in Your life; and to 
receive the food of immortality, if I want to attain everlasting life and glory.  “Come,” You say 
to me, “all you who are weary and find life burdensome, and I will refresh you.” 
 

THESE WORDS ARE HEARTENING TO THE EAR OF A SINNER.  To think that You, my Lord and God, 
actually invite the poor and needy to the Communion of Your Most Sacred Body!  But who am I, 
Lord, to dare approach You?  You, whom the heaven on heavens cannot contain; yet You say 
to me:  “Come to Me, all of you.” 
 

WHAT IS THE MEANING of this humble compassion and so friendly an invitation?  Since I am un-
aware of any good in myself and have so often grievously offended You, how can I receive You 
under my roof?  Why, the very Angels and Archangels stand in awe of You; and still You say:  
“Come to Me, all of you.” 
 

LORD, HOW COULD I POSSIBLY BELIEVE THIS, if You had not said these words?  And how could I 
possibly venture near You, unless You had commanded it? … 
 

WHAT A PITY, and how much we ought to regret that we are so lukewarm and careless, as not to 
be drawn with greater love to receive Christ, our Lord; for in Him is all the hope and merit of 
those who are to be saved.  He is our sanctification and redemption; the comforter of pilgrims, 
and the eternal joy of the Saints….it is most regrettable that many have so little regard for this 
saving mystery, which fills heaven with joy and keeps all the world in being.  How blind and hard 
are human hearts, when they pay such scant attention to so wonderful a gift … If this most holy 
Sacrament were celebrated in one place only, and consecrated by only one priest in all the 
world, think how great would be the longing of people’s hearts ... 
 

THANK YOU, LORD JESUS, eternal Shepherd, that You have graciously fulfilled Your promise to 
feed Your poor exiles with Your precious Body and Blood, inviting us to receive these sacred 
mysteries with the words from your own lips, saying, ―Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you.‖ 



July 4-July 10 

Mon 
7/04 

 Mass at the prison 

Tues 
7/05 

5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Rosary & Adoration 
Mass in the chapel 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help 

Wed 
7/06 

8:00 am 
8:30 am 
 

Rosary & Adoration 
Mass in the chapel 
Novena to St. Anthony 

Thur 
7/07 

8:00 am 
8:30 am 

Rosary & Adoration 
Mass in the chapel 
Novena to St. Jude 

Fri    
7/08 
 

8:00 am 
8:30 am 
9—7 pm 

Rosary & Adoration 
Mass in the chapel 
Adoration 

Sat  
7/09 
 

8:00 am 
8:30 am 
 
4:30 pm 
5:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

Rosary & Adoration 
Mass in the chapel 
Novena to Miraculous Medal 
Rosary 
Mass in the Church 
Hispanic Mass 

Sun  
7/10 

8/8:30 am 
10:45/11:15  

Rosary/Mass 
Rosary/Mass 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) 
Saturdays:  3:45-4:45 pm or by appointment 

THIS WEEK’S 
MASS SCHEDULE 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 

Altar Society: 1st Tuesday, 9:30 am in Hall 

Bible Study Class: Sundays 10:00-10:45  
(resumes in the Fall)  

 

Breakfast Sunday: 2nd & 4th Sunday  
 

Choir Practice:  Wednesday  6:30 - 7:30 pm 
in Church 

Community Food Pantry Collection:  
Basket in Church Vestibule 

Donut Sunday: 1st Sunday after the 8:30 
Mass 

Family Night: 3rd Sunday, 5 pm in church 
hall    

Knights of Columbus:- 2nd Tuesday, 6:45 

pm in the old hall– (Eddie Davidson, Grand 
Knight   256-232-9293) 

 

RCIA: Sundays 9:30 am in the old rectory. 

Call the office if interested. 
 

RE:  9:50 am in the church;  parents pick up at 
10:45 in classrooms.  (RESUMES IN THE 
FALL) 

Ladies Social Circle: 4th Wednesday,  

   9:30 -11:30 am in the old rectory (RESUMES 
IN THE FALL) 

 

Ultreya: 4th Thursday, 6:45 pm in the chapel 
 

Youth Group: Sundays 6:00-7:30 pm- church 
hall Youth Room during school year   

The Holy Rosary is prayed 
thirty minutes before each 

Mass. 

FOOD PANTRY 

The food pantry is in need of             
Crackers, Pancake Mix, Syrup, 
Complete Meals, and Canned 
Chicken. 

Thanks for your continued support! 

                    Rachel Thompson  

FEAST OF  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

Christopher & Annie Anderson              9 yrs  7/05 

Tim & Jackie Johnson                          23 yrs  7/09 

Art & Cecelia Smith                              27 yrs  7/07 

John & Neris Allen                               32 yrs  7/07 

Charles & Lydia Snider                        38 yrs  7/06 
 

 

May every joy you share and  

every challenge you face bring you closer  
together and closer to God, our Father. 

WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER 

JOIN US 

NEXTNEXT  
SUNDAY 
JULY 10 

FOR 
 

EDUCATIONAL! 
 

FUN! 
 

GOOD WINE!  GOOD FRIENDS! 
GOOD FUN! 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 10 
4:30-6:00 PM 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BUILDING FUND 

 

Tickets sold after all Masses or 
purchase tickets in the office. 

WINE TASTER FUNDRAISER! 
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 

$15  
person 

$20 
couple 

JULY 3 is the 
Feast of the 

Great Apostle, 
Saint Thomas.  

You may think of 
him only as  

The 
Doubting Thomas    

because that is 
what most people 
remember about 

him, however, 
Thomas was a 

great missionary. 
 

St. Thomas was a fisherman from Galilee. 
He was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus 
and he followed Jesus everywhere and was 
fearless. He is best known for not believing 
in the resurrection of Christ until Christ    
appeared to him in person. When he saw    
Jesus, he professed his faith with the words, 
―My Lord and my God.‖  After preaching the 
Gospel in Judea for awhile, Thomas went 
into distant countries such as Parthia,      
Persia, and finally Southwest India at Kerala. 
He spent many years along the southern 
coast of India preaching the Gospel and 
converting the local people.  He gradually 
moved further eastward and settled in     
Mylapore along the eastern coast of India 
and spent the last years of his life in a cave 
on Little Mount.  He was mortally wounded 
while praying on the Mount of St. Thomas 
and fled to Little Mount through a secret way 
known only to him. He was buried in the 
crypt of a small chapel that he had built on 
Mount St. Thomas where today stands the 
Basilica of San Thome.   Some of our parish-
ioners went to India two years ago with Fr. 
Charley and got a chance to see the actual 
tomb of St. Thomas, the Basilica and to the 
spot where he was martyred as he was   
praying.  They also visited the little cave 
where he hid and prayed on Little Mount. 
 
 O GLORIOUS ST. THOMAS, your grief for 

Jesus was such that it would not let you 

believe He had risen unless you actually 

saw Him and touched His wounds.  But 

your love for Jesus was equally great and 

it led you to give up your life for 

Him.  Pray for us that we may grieve for 

our sins which were the cause of Christ's 

sufferings.  Help us to give ourselves in 

His service and so earn the title of 

"blessed" which Jesus applied to  

those who would believe in Him  

without seeing Him.  Amen 

YOU’RE INVITED 
 

Jayne Higginbotham invites everyone to 
8:30 Mass in the chapel on July 16 the 

Feast Day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.   
She will be making her 1st Promise into the  

Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites. 



OTHER NOTES OF INTEREST 

MASS READINGS THIS WEEK 

Sat 7/02  1st Saturday 
IMMACULATE HEART OF 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

IS  61: 9-11 
1 SAM  2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd 
LK 2: 41-51  

Sat Vigil/Sun 7/03 
 

ZECH  9:9-10 
PS 145: 1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 
ROM  8:9, 11-13 
MT 11: 25-30 

Mon 7/04 
 

ISA  57:15-19 
PS  85: 9 & 10, 11-12, 13-14 
JN  14: 23-29 

Tues 7/05 
 

GEN 32: 23-33 
PS  17: 1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b, 15 
MT  9:32-38 

Wed 7/06 
 

1 COR  6:16c,-15a, 17-20 

PS 31: 3cd-4, 6, 8ab,16bc &17 

JN 12: 24-26 

Thur 7/07 GEN  44:18-21, 23b-29, 45:1-5 
PS  105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 
MT  10: 7-15 

Fri 7/08 GEN  46: 1-7, 28-30 
PS  37: 3-4,18-19, 27-28, 39-
40 
MT  10: 16-23  

Sat 7/09   GEN  49: 29-32; 50: 15-26a 
PS  105: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7 
MT  10: 24-33 

Sat Vigil/Sun 7/10 
 

ISA 55: 10-11 
PS  65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 
ROM  8:18-23 
MT 13: 1-23 

JULY 6 
FEAST OF ST. MARIA GORETTI 

JULY IS THE MONTH OF 
THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 

It is the blood of the Son of God Who has opened the Gates of Heaven. 
 

The “Constant”Prayer of  
St. Catherine of Siena 

 

Precious Blood,                           
ocean of divine mercy: 

Flow upon us! 
 

Precious Blood, most pure offering: 
Procure us every grace! 

 

Precious Blood, hope and refuge of sinners: 
Atone for us! 

 

Precious Blood, delight of holy souls: 
Draw us! 
Amen. 

TORNADO RELIEF INFORMATION 
 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

The Disaster Warehouse is in need of VOLUNTEERS 
TO HELP FAMILIES WITH DEBRIS REMOVAL AND 
PEOPLE WITH TRUCKS OR TRAILERS TO TRANS-

PORT ITEMS FROM WAREHOUSE TO HOMES. 
ITEMS NEEDED 

KITCHEN ITEMS (Pots, Pans, Small Appliances, 
Dishes, etc.), SHELVING, PILLOWS, WASHING POW-

DER, SHAVING CREAM, DEODORANT, TOOLS & 
TOOL KITS, KITCHENETTES, CHESTS OF DRAW-

ERS.  If you are able to donate your  TIME or any 
ITEMS, please contact: 
Kelley Smith—233-2323 

Disaster Volunteer Coordinator 
 

 
LCCI BACK TO SCHOOL CLOTHES 

 
Providing new clothes for the First Day of School  
For Limestone County students impacted by the      

Tornado on April 27, 2011 
(Must be 18 yrs or younger & attending school) 

 
Contact LCCI at 256-262-0671 

if you  would like to donate 
 

To apply to receive this help: 
Registrations accepted 

July 5—July 15 
1—3 pm 

LCCI 
201 N. Jefferson St. 

Must bring Photo ID plus 
FEMA ID#, Red Cross ID#, or Fed. Prog. ID# 

1890-1902 
ST. MARIA  

GORETTI is one 
of the youngest 

saints of the 
Church, dying at 

the age of 11 
after being 

stabbed by a 
young boy of 19, 
a neighbor, who 

attacked her.  
She fought him 
off telling him it 
was wrong and 
he was commit-
ting a mortal sin 

and would go to hell.  He stabbed her several 
times.  She forgave her attacker before she 
died and returned to him in spirit to offer him 

lilies and tell him she would see him in      
Paradise. The young man repented and, after 

prison, spent the rest of his days devoted to St. 
Maria Goretti and died in a monastery. 

 

 
O SAINT MARIA GORETTI who, strengthened 

by God’s grace, did not hesitate even at the 

age of eleven to shed your blood and      

sacrifice life itself to defend your virginal 

purity, look graciously on the unhappy    

human race which has strayed far from the 

path of eternal salvation. Teach us all, and 

especially youth, with what courage and 

promptitude we should flee for the love of 

Jesus anything that could offend Him or 

stain our souls with sin. Obtain for us from 

our Lord victory in temptation, comfort in 

the sorrows of life, and the grace which we 

earnestly beg of thee (here insert intention), 

and may we one day enjoy with thee the  

imperishable glory of Heaven.  Amen 
 

Recite Our Father, Hail Mary & Glory Be 

Say 9 times in a row for 9 days in a row. 

DRESS GUIDELINES IN CHURCH 
NORMAS SOBRE COMO VESTIR PARA LA MISA 

Out of respect for Our Lord and your 

neighbor, it is requested that men and 

women, boys and girls dress modestly.  The 

way we dress at Church becomes especially 

germane during the summer months.  Please 

avoid short shorts, tank tops, spaghetti 

straps, low cut, backless, mini-dresses,   

halters, bare midriffs, tight fitting clothes, 

etc.  Everyone is welcome at St. Paul’s, and 

all we ask is that your dress reflects our    

respect for Our Lord and each other. 

 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

 

Por el respeto a ñuestro Senor y al proójimo, 

les rogamos que traten de vestirse             

modestamente cuando asistan a la Iglesia, 

hombres y mujeres y tabién los jóvenes.  El 

modo en cual nos vestimos es especialmente          

pertinente durante el verano.  Favor de no 

usar shorts demasiados cortos, minifaldas, 

blusas de escote muy corto o ropa muy   

entallada, etcétera.  Todos son bienvenidos a 

la Iglesia del St. Paulo lo único que pedimos 

es que su modo de vestir refleje el respeto 

que debemos todos tener a nuestro Señor y a 

nuestro prójimo. 

Su hermano en Cristo,  

                        



 

 

Collection Report:  

June 26, 2011 

 

SERVER LISTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE VESTIBULE  July 9/10 2011 Server Schedule 
To receive a schedule by e-mail,  

send your request to Tom at  spschedule@bellsouth.net 

 
 
 
 

Please arrange for a replacement if you cannot serve. 
 * Denotes designated temporary Deacon for this Mass. 

Mass Lectors Extraordinary Ministers  Ushers Altar Servers Music 

5 pm Pat Hatchett 
Thomas Lipka 

Eugene Scarbel* 
Eva Trussell 

Virgil Bartlow, Jr John Diaz Vocals 

8:30 Joan Sokoll 

 
Hans Sabukosek 

Tom Dollman* 
Becky Dollman 

 

Frank Westmoreland 
Alexander Mingus 
Michael Mingus 
Haley Branson 

Guitar 

11:15 
Eddie Davidson 
Jeff Davidson 

Maria Taylor* 
David Toney 
Greg Beam 

Carl McLemore 
Jonathan Carwile 

Adriana Moore 
Grant Baugher 

Piano 

Dear  God, we place our sick under Your care and humbly ask that You restore to good physical & spiritual health, Your servants listed here. 

 

7/2      5 pm Mass IN MEMORY OF ESTHER BARTLOW 

7/3       8:30                

                        
11:15 

Mass IN MEMORY OF  DEDIE HORN,  David 
Horn’s mother 
Mass  FOR  PARISHIONERS, FAMILY &  FRIENDS 
SUFFERING WITH CANCER 

7/5      6 pm Mass FOR THE POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY 

7/6       8:30              Mass FOR ST. PAUL PARISH FAMILY 

7/7       8:30 Mass IN MEMORY OF JACKIE WHEELAHAN 

7/8       8:30  Mass IN MEMORY OF BILL JENNINGS 

7/9      5 pm Mass IN MEMORY OF RUDY MARQUISE 

7/10     8:30                

          11:15 
Mass IN MEMORY OF EUGENE SALESKY 
Mass  IN MEMORY OF GEORGE STONECYPHER 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS 
Birmingham  (8/19-21) 

Nashville (10/7-9); Huntsville (11/11-13) 

 Register at www.wwmealabama.org or (800) 540-9963. 
 

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS: 
Jul 8, Aug 12, Sep 16, Oct 14 

Contact by e-mail at:register.ceebirmingham@gmail.com or visit 
the  website at www.birminghamcee.org 

Mass Intention envelopes are  
available in the vestibule 

Mass Intentions 

To remove, add/or relist a name, or to submit bulletin information, call 256-232-4191 or e-mail to: stpauloffice@gmail.com  
by Wednesday at 5:00  p.m.  Names on the prayer list may be removed after one month unless otherwise notified. 
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Regular  $3,720 

Building  
Memorial to Building Fund 

$5,671 
$25 

Mission Co-op 
Burse Club 

$1,819 
$261 

 

 

PARISH MINISTRIES &  
CONTACT PERSONS 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS:    
Parents must be registered    

members of the parish  
4-6 months;  

call the parish office for an      
appointment—232-4191 

 
 

HISPANIC MINISTRY:  
Maria Taylor, 233-0226 

 
 

MARRIAGES:  
Arrangements must be made six 

months in advance with the priest. 
 

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER: 
Stephen and Kristi AuBuchon,  

  230-0483, www.birminghamcee.org 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  
Tom & Becky Dollman, 233-0705 

Jody & Toni Griffin, 614-0430 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:   
Elizabeth Niedzwiecki, 230-0819 

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING:   
Upon request: call the office prior 

to hospitalization, surgery or     
during illness.    

After hours, call the rectory at  
771-1164. 

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

Jesus, Eternal Priest,  protect all our priests, Your 
servants, from all dangers and keep them safe in 

Your Sacred Heart. They are Yours and their life is 
offered in sacrifice at Your altar. Keep them pure of 
heart and aflame with the love of God and neighbor.  
Strengthen Your priests by living constantly in them, with them, 

and through them, especially in times of loneliness and        
afflictions, and when their life of sacrifice seems meaningless.  

Bless all their labors with abundant fruit.   
May they persevere in their vocation until the end.  

Mary, our Blessed Mother, wrap them under your mantle and 
save them from all worldly distractions.  May the souls to whom 

they minister be their joy and consolation in this world and in 
Heaven, their beautiful and everlasting crown.  Amen  

 

Mary, Queen of Priests, pray for us.  
St. John Vianney, pray for us. 

 

If you’d like to have your house blessed, please 
see Fr. Charley or sign the form in the vestibule. 

Tim Counihan 
Laura West 
Pauline Garlen 
Kenny Carwile 
Cathy Marten 
Wayne Wood 
June Maplesden 
Randy Brinkley 
Bob Khym 
Betty Bates 
Maria Hetrick 
Luzy Heard 
William Bet-Sayad 
 

Marisol Bet-Sayad 
William Bet-Sayad 
Marisol Bet-Sayad 
Terri Rankin 
Carol Bailey 
Grace Hunt 
Frank Pitruzzello 
Jim & June Jackson 
Jackie Johnson 
Margaret Stonecypher 
Splendi Ward 
Irene & Robert Lee 
Marjorie Dissottle 

Eva Isdunis 
John O’Neill 
Virginia Gould 
Bert Beam 
Al West 
Jane Hargrove 
Lolita Halsey 
Pam Meyer 
John Ogle 
Michael Miller 
Andy Beasley 
Jim Flynt 
 

Dale Borden 
Elliott Malone 
Rene Zaragoza 
Gregory Carrow 
Tate Jones 
Norman Azizian 
Mary Morgan 
Karen Hancock 
Hoy Higginbotham 
Andy Butcher 
Terry Tyler 
Ryan Hudson 
Millie Bloemer 
 

Susan Giddens 
Mary Chambers 
Jose Guadalupe 
Sandoval 
Cathy Thompson-
Terri Forbes 
Wesley Lavender 
Marie Woodham 
Helen Woods 
Tom Mingus, Jr. 
Bob McDonald 
Kathy Foster 
Bobby S. Gilbert 
Marie Stephens 
Howard Vinson 
 

Michael Carrow 
Kimberly Bush 
Della Rumore 
Mike Pitruzzello 
Noah Ritchey 
Annika Glover 
Jon McAnally 
Randy Wales 
Marjorie Guenther 
Luis & Josefina Lopez 
Sgt. Joe Salesky 
Julian Newman 
Mathias Grichtmeier 
Edilberto Aliviado, Sr. 
George Al Roberts 

Rima Feldman 
James Bowen 
Gregg Blythe 
Jim Hill 
Vic Acuff 
Susie Lee 
Traci Louis 
Will Pekrul 
Linda Webb 
Teresa Vu 
Billy Griffin 
Tim Salesky 
Julia Ryberg 
Norm Wilke 

PLEASE ALSO PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK, HOMEBOUND, MILITARY, AND OTHERS IN NEED.   
PLEASE ALSO PRAY FOR WORLD PEACE! 


